





leading conductors including Lorin Maazel, David Robertson, Alan Gilbert and Oliver Knussen and
has appeared with the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Brooklyn Philharmonic,
Riverside Symphony, Redlands Symphony and the Juilliard Orchestra.

At Carnegie Hall, Mr. Huebner recently performed Gyorgy Ligeti’s Piano Concerto with David Rob-
ertson conducting and was subsequently invited to perform Olivier Messiaen’s Oiseaux Exotiques
as part of a Live from Lincoln Center gala broadcast on PBS. Since 2001, Huebner has been a
member of the award winning ensemble Antares, appearing at such venues as the Kennedy Center’s
Terrace Theater, the Krannert Center in Champagne-Urbana, University of Iowa’s Hancher Audi-
torium and at numerous other universities and venues throughout the United States.

Britton Matthews, Percussion

Britton Matthews is an active performer in the New York City orchestral
percussion scene. Currently residing in Astoria, NY, Britton appears reg-
ularly as the principal percussionist for the Astoria Music Society’s Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Lost Dog New Music Ensemble. She is a founding
member of the Broadway Reading Orchestra and a featured guest perform-
er with Exit 9 Percussion Group of New Jersey.

A recent graduate of the Master of Music program at Rutgers University, Britton has performed
alongside internationally renowned performers such as Bob Becker, She-e Wu, and Rolando Mo-
rales-Matos. She appeared with the legendary Ms. Wu in a showcase concert at the 2005 Percussive
Arts Society International Convention (Columbus, Ohio), and made her European debut in 2006 in
the 4th Annual Paris Marimba Competition

Andrew Cyr, Artistic Director/Conductor

“Andrew Cyr and his virtuosic Metropolis Ensemble are the future of what
we know as classical music.” -- John Corigliano, Pulitzer Prize Winning
Composer

Conductor and organist Andrew Cyr is an innovative leader of the rapidly
growing urban contemporary classical music scene. Mr. Cyr’s enthusiasm
for connecting emerging musicians, composers, and the music of this new
generation to broader audiences inspired him to found Metropolis Ensemble in 2006, which com-
prises some of the finest chamber musicians and soloists in New York City.

In their most recent appearance, Mr. Cyr and the Metropolis Ensemble were presented by Celebrate
Brooklyn! and The Wordless Music Series alongside indie rock sensation Deerhoof, performing to
an audience of over 10,000 in a groundbreaking outdoor concert in Prospect Park. This concert was
featured in a live web-cast on National Public Radio, in addition to a local primetime broadcast on
WNYC. His debut as recording artist will feature the chamber orchestra concerti of Avner Dorman
(b.1975) and was recently made in collaboration with the Grammy-winner “Classical Producer of
the Year” David Frost (2005). The album is set for international release on NAXOS in 2009.

Mr. Cyr is a multi-faceted musician, holding degrees in conducting, organ performance, and trum-
pet from Bates College, Westminster Choir College, and the French National Conservatory (Etudes
supérieures) and his musical mentors include organists Pierre Grandmaison, Marion Anderson,
Harvey Burgett, and Stefan Engels, and conductors Kenneth Kiesler, Joseph Flummerfelt, and
Kynan Johns. His work as conductor has been described by composer and conductor Esa-Pekka
Salonen of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra as “...precise, rhythmically incisive and fluid.
He made complex new pieces sound natural and organic. What a pleasure it is to hear new music
played with the same kind of panache and bravura we usually experience only in performances of
standard repertoire.” Mr. Cyr is a native of Fort Kent, Maine, and currently resides in New York City.



METROPOLIS ENSEMBLE MEMBERS IN GROANBOX

Arnaud Sussmann, violin/concertmaster Frank Huang, violin
Maurycy Banaszek, viola Dane Johansen, cello
Kris Saebo, bass (Groanbox/Kicking Up Dust) Satoshi Okamoto, bass (Gnarly Buttons)

Lance Suzuki, flute Tibi Cziger, clarinet

James Austin Smith, oboe/english horn Adrian Morejon, bassoon
Alana Vegter, horn Gareth Flowers, trumpet
Jack Chou, trombone Matthew Slotkin, guitar
Bridget Kibbey, harp Steve Beck, piano/keyboard
Eric Huebner, keyboard Britton Matthews, percussion

Andrew Cyr, conductor

ABOUT METROPOLIS ENSEMBLE

The Metropolis Ensemble is a nonprofit professional chamber orchestra that has quickly
established a reputation for presenting “new music played with the same kind of panache
and bravura we usually experience only in performances of standard repertoire” (Esa-Pekka
Salonen). Metropolis Ensemble concerts feature major new commissions from the freshestvoices
in composition today, programmed alongside imaginative and unorthodox masterpieces of the
20th Century that illustrate and embrace the fluid state of contemporary music. The Metropolis
Ensemble enables young composers to engage their artistry with a top-notch flexible musical
ensemble composed of musicians of their generation.

Paramount to the Metropolis Ensemble’s mission is fostering the next generation of composers.
WET INK is a unique two-year composer residency and teaching fellowship program. In the

first year, the composer selected leads our YOUTH WORKS program at PS 11 and in the second,
Metropolis Ensemble will commission a major new work. This season’s residents are composers
Cristina Spinei and Ray Lustig.

YOUTH WORKS is a program of the Metropolis Ensemble that brings the imagination and
Jjoy of music into public school. Led by our resident composers, members of the Metropolis
Ensemble teach young children the basics of music and encourage their compositional efforts.
We currently have a partnership with P.S. 11, where children participate in our weekly after-
school program during the 40-week academic year, with a final concert presentation featuring
the works of the student composers.

We are extremely grateful for your support! For more information about the Metropolis
Ensemble and our various programs, please visit our website: metropolisensemble.org.



MEET THE COMPOSERS
John Adams, Composer, born 1947

One of America’s most admired and respected composers, John Adams is
a musician of enormous range and technical command. His many operatic
and symphonic works stand out among contemporary classical compo-
sitions for their depth of expression, their sonic brilliance, and the pro-
foundly humanist nature of their themes.

Born and raised in New England and educated at Harvard, Adams moved
in 1971 to California, where he taught for ten years at the San Francisco Conservatory and was
composer-in-residence at the San Francisco Symphony.

Adams’s operatic works are among the most successful of our time. Nixon in China, The Death
of Klinghoffer, and Doctor Atomic, all created in collaboration with stage director Peter Sellars,
draw their subjects from archetypical themes in contemporary history. Doctor Atomic has its New
York premiere at the Metropolitan Opera in October 2008 under conductor Alan Gilbert, in a new
production by Penny Woolcock.

On the Transmigration of Souls, written for the New York Philharmonic to mark the first anniver-
sary of the World Trade Center attacks, received the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for Music, and won a rare
“triple crown” of Grammy awards: “Best Classical Recording”, “Best Orchestral Performance”, and
“Best Classical Contemporary Composition”.

In 2003, a film version of The Death of Klinghoffer, directed by Penny Woolcock and with the com-
poser conducting the London Symphony Orchestra, was released in theaters, on television, and on
DVD. Wonders Are Many, a documentary by Jon Else on the making of Doctor Atomic, premiered
at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival and was a New York Times Critics’ Pick.

Adams has been awarded honorary degrees and proclamations by Cambridge University, Harvard
University, Yale School of Music, Phi Beta Kappa, the governor of California, the French Legion of
Honor, and Northwestern University, where he was awarded an honorary doctorate and the first
Michael Ludwig Nemmers Prize in Music Composition.

Nonesuch Records released Adams’s Harmonielehre in 1985, and all of his works since then have
appeared first on that label. A ten-CD set, “The John Adams Earbox”, documents his recorded mu-
sic through 2000. A new 2-cd set of Adams’s most recent opera, A Flowering Tree, featuring the
composer conducting the London Symphony Orchestra, is Nonesuch’s latest release. Hallelujah
Junction, Adams’s already much praised autobiography will arrive in stores in October 2008,pub-
lished by Farrar, Straus & Giroux in the U.S. and by Faber & Faber in the U.K. In its August 25th
issue The New Yorker Magazine published “Sonic Youth,” an excerpt from these memoirs covering
Adams’s early years in San Francisco. The John Adams Reader: Essential Writings on an American
Composer (Amadeus Press, 2006), edited by Thomas May, is the first in-depth anthology of texts
dealing with more than 30 years of Adams’s creative life. John Adams is active as a conductor, ap-
pearing with the world’s greatest orchestras. A regular guest at the BBC Proms, he has appeared
in recent seasons with such orchestras as the London Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, and New York Philharmonic, and with orchestras in Atlanta, Stockholm, San Francisco,
and Detroit. From 2003 to 2007 he was composer-in-residence at Carnegie Hall and conducted
the first public concert in Carnegie’s new space, Zankel Hall.

The music of John Adams is published by Boosey & Hawkes and by Associated Music Publishers.
Science, and has a BA in history from John Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. In Febru-
ary 2007, Cory was selected to be the recipient of a 2007 Maryland State Arts Council Award for
Music Composition.



David Bruce, Composer, born 1970

David Bruce is developing a growing international reputation as a compos-
er, particularly in the field of opera and vocal music. His work has attracted
the attention of some of the world’s leading musicians, including Dawn Up-
shaw, who has performed his Piosenki on a number of ocassions (including
at Carnegie’s Zankel Hall and with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra) and
for whom he is currently writing a new song-cycle with ensemble (Cham-
ber Music Society of the Lincoln Center commission). Other supporters of
Bruce’s work include Osvaldo Golijov, who nominated him for the Lili Boulanger Memorial Prize
(awarded 2008); as well as clarinettist Todd Palmer and the St Lawrence String Quartet who per-
formed his Carnegie Hall commission Gumboots in October 2008. Other current commissions
include a solo harp piece for Bridget Kibbey’s Carnegie Hall recital debut (April 2009); and a de-
velopment commission from the Royal Opera House’s ROH2 for a new chamber opera.

Bruce’s work in opera has attracted considerable attention. His chamber opera Push! was commis-
sioned by the Genesis Foundation and premiered by Téte a Téte in London and on tour in the UK
in 2006. Push! was Critic’s Choice for 2006 in both The Telegraph and Classical Music Magazine
and received universal critical acclaim. His hour-long chamber opera A Bird in Your Ear (2008)
was commissioned by Bard College, NY for Dawn Upshaw’s students on the Graduate Vocal Pro-
gram, and has gone on to be selected for both the finals of the National Opera Association’s Cham-
ber Opera competition 2008, and New York City Opera’s VOX 2009 project. Both competitions
result in presentation performances of the opera in 2009. His song-cycle for baritone, soprano
and ensemble Piosenki, described as “masterful” by Albany Times Union, was commissioned by
Carnegie Hall and has since had numerous performances in the US, including three performances
at Carnegie Hall itself in just its first 18 months.

Other previous commissions include an acclaimed series of mini-operas: Out of the Ordinary, for
The Opera Group, Has it Happened Yet? (2002) for ENO Studios and Téte a Téte; Seven Tons of
Dung for Téte a Téte (1999); incidental music to the Trestle Theatre Company’s show The Smallest
Person (2004); and instrumental pieces for the London Sinfonietta, BBC Symphony Orchestra,
and the Presteigne and Lake District Summer Music Festivals. As well as the Lili Boulanger Memo-
rial Award (2008), other prizes include the Royal Philharmonic Society Composition Competition
in 1994, the Adam Prize (Kings College) and the Herberts Howellls Prize (RCM).

David Bruce was born in Connecticut, USA to English & Welsh parents (he holds both UK and
US citizenships). He began his undergraduate studies in music in 1988 at Nottingham University
(composition tutors included Jim Fulkerson and Nicholas Sackman), before moving on to the Roy-
al College of Music (1991—93) where he obtained a Masters Degree in Composition, studying with
Tim Salter and George Benjamin; and a PhD in Composition at King’s College, London (1995-99),
under the supervision of Sir Harrison Birtwistle.

Complementing his work as a composer, Bruce runs the music and technology company Red Bal-
loon Technology Ltd whose sites include the popular sheet music site 8notes.com, the melody
search engine Tunespotting.com and the composers’ site CompositionToday.

Michael Ward-Bergeman, Composer, born 1970

Michael Ward-Bergeman is a passionate performer, songwriter and com-
poser. His sensitive and creative approach to music making has led to per-
formances and collaborations with world-class musicians and composers
from across a wide range of genres. Michael aims to remain faithful to the
spirit that unites many of the world’s richest music traditions while con-
tinuing to develop his own unique voice. His work Treny had its World
Premiere this past November by Dawn Upshaw and Ensemble ACJW at
Carnegie’s Zankel Hall (see page 8 for full bio).




Metropolis Ensemble would like to thank our cultural partners,
Smithsonian Magazine, the Columbia Alumni Arts League, and
the NYU Visiting Scholar Program.

Special thanks to Glenn Schoenfeld and the law firm Paul, Hastings,
Janofsky and Walker LLP for their generous support.

We would also like to extend thanks to the following individuals and organizations
that have helped support us with their time, encouragement, and talent:

Harlan Alford, Production Assistant
Armistead Booker, Marketing Director
Gareth Paul Cox, Videography
Kyrie Cox, Production Manager
Rachel Rauch, Graphic Design
Ryan Streber, Audio Engineer
Lisi Smith, Volunteer

John Adams

Bree Arsenault

Brad Baillett

Dario Cacciatore

Justin Cantor

Richard Erickson

Ryan Francis

Kate Gilmore

Ronen Givony

David Handler

David Hsia

Danielle Kuhlmann

Malwina Lys-Dobradin
Britton Matthews

Eleanor Milburn

Kate Oberjat

Michael Reingold

Stewart Robinette

Ricardo Romaneiro

Anna Schmidt

Tobin Schmuck

Charlie Suisman

Andrea Tricoli

Craig Zabala



Metropolis Ensemble would also like to thank all our
generous supporters who make our performances and
education programs possible:

$20,000+
Elizabeth and Paul DeRosa

$15,000 +
Argosy Foundation for Contemporary Music

$10,000 +

Doris and Mori Arkin
Crosswicks Foundation
Mikhail Iliev

van Otterloo Family Foundation

$5,000 +
Jill and Steve Lampe
Allyson and Trip Samson

$1,000 +

Elisabeth Bell Avery and John Avery
Phoebe Washburn and A.J. Bocchino
Sarah and Christopher Cox

Lillian and Jack Davidson

Edward Sien

Project Management Resource Group

$500 +
Mrs. Morris Baker
Johanna Roman and David Barish

Judy and Richard Gilmore

$250 +

Dominic Carbone

Allegra Cummings and Frederick Redd
Kate Gilmore

Marcy Recktenwald and Ken Eberl
Helene Salomon

Linda and Jack Viertel

Paul Young
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Maura Bulkley

Nick Cohn

Brian Friedman

Emaneul Genauer

Jeff Guida

Brian and Amy Koppelman
Shu Ming Lee

Lily Lim and Mateo Paiva
Leila Mureebe

Daniel Neer

Andrey Pavlov

Christopher Reiger

Andrea and Dennis Roberts Jr.
Janet Stradley

Friedemann Thomma
Anthony Webb and Stella Lee
Carol Wernick

Metropolis Ensemble Board of Directors

Edward Jones, President
Mikhail Iliev, Treasurer
Jeff Guida

Glenn Schoenfeld

Ed Sien

June Wu
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